
Eastern Suffolk BOCES is pleased to announce that Dawn Scicolone, assistant
principal at the Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport, is the new SkillsUSA
Administrator Trustee for Area VI, which comprises all of Long Island. 

Ms. Scicolone said, “I wanted to pursue this position because I felt that Eastern Suffolk
BOCES did not have a voice at the local or state level. I have a good relationship
with everyone on the state level. Cheryl Winstel, the current state director of
SkillsUSA, said she was pleased that I am on board because I am a straight shooter
with a good reputation.”

Ms. Scicolone’s responsibilities will include running the
entire Area VI, which involves quarterly area meetings for
SkillsUSA advisors; overseeing the SkillsUSA Regional
Competition held annually at SUNY Farmingdale;
appointing advisors serving as chairpersons at SkillsUSA
activities, contests, and fundraisers; and coordinating
national and state programs.

As administrator trustee, Ms. Scicolone is a voting
member of the New York State Board of SkillsUSA and
is also a board member of their financial committee.
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For more news and information about Eastern Suffolk BOCES,
please visit our website: www.esboces.org
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Females in Aviation
Eastern Suffolk BOCES hosted its first Females in Aviation Career Day at the Suffolk Aviation Academy (SAA)
at the Brookhaven Calabro Airport on October 2, 2010. Students in grades eight to 10 had the opportunity to
talk to women who have excelled in a variety of aviation career positions.

Denise Scher, a second year aviation student from the Shoreham-Wading River CSD, led a tour of more than
50 attendees through SAA. Denise recently flew solo in August 2010. She has fond memories of her 16th
birthday when she received an introductory flight lesson as a present. However, after visiting the New York Air
Route Traffic Control Center at Long Island MacArthur Airport in Ronkonkoma with her dad, Denise realized her

true destiny. She said, “I realized I wanted to be an air traffic controller after touring the radio communications
center at the airport. I really liked the atmosphere, seeing how the controllers worked, and the

interaction between them and the pilots. It finalized my decision on what I wanted to do in life.”

Before touring Mid Island Air Service, Inc., located at Brookhaven Calabro Airport, several
female speakers shared their experiences in the field of aviation with attendees.

Ms. Rizzuto, commissioner of the Long Island MacArthur Airport explained, “This is a
dynamic field. It’s a male-dominated field so I had to prove that I was good. I had to
work a little harder and because I did, opportunities started to come my way. I’m proof
that working hard pays off. A career in aviation can be fun and exciting. Get ready for
your future. Seek out mentors, look for internships, believe in yourself, work hard, and
don’t ever let go of your dream.”
Female presenters pictured left—Roszy Lora, station manager, Southwest Airlines; Suffolk
County Police Officer Heather Geer; Captain Brenda Robinette, Southwest Airlines; and Teresa
Rizzuto, commissioner, Long Island MacArthur Airport.

Dawn Scicolone - New SkillsUSA
Administrator Trustee for Long Island
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The Long Island Working Partnership and the Nassau-Suffolk Placement
Networks, a VESID (Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals
with Disabilities) consortium, recognized Brookhaven State Park as an
outstanding employer, and employee Ryan Kelly as a regional winner, at
the 25th Annual Celebration of National Disability Employment Awareness
Month hosted at the Carlyle On The Green in Bethpage State Park on
October 1, 2010. 

Mr. Kelly is a young man who has been fortunate to have Brookhaven
State Park Manager Jim Messenbourgh as his supervisor and Rosemarie
Skabeikis as his job coach.  Both have encouraged him to become more
confident and a stronger person. Mr. Kelly’s mom Joyce Brown said, “Mr.
Messenbourgh has challenged Ryan several times, giving him tasks and
responsibilities similar to that of any other employee and taking him out
of his comfort zone. Ryan is a much stronger young man who takes pride
in his work.”

Mr. Kelly began as a seasonal employee with the Parks Department and
has transitioned into a four day a week, full-time employee.

The key to success and student achievement is literacy.
Literacy is defined as the ability to identify, understand,
interpret, communicate, and compute, using printed and
written materials. It involves a continuum of learning,
enabling individuals to achieve their goals and develop
their knowledge and potential.

Regional Sales Representative, Michele Baker, from
Learning A-Z, was invited to the School Library System
(SLS) liaison meeting to speak to the librarians / library
media specialists about the resources available on
Learning A-Z’s website. She said, “Learning A-Z is a
resource that can help educators be more efficient and
effective with their students. We advocate for educators
and support incorporating technology into the classroom.”

Rosemary Pearce, librarian from the Bayport-Blue
Point UFSD said, “It’s an excellent resource for
literacy. We use differentiated instruction and it
works.” Differentiated instruction involves
providing students with different avenues to
acquire content. 

Ray Arroyo, librarian in the Patchogue-Medford
UFSD at River Elementary School said, “We have
Learning A-Z in the district and I’m interested
about using it with a SmartBoard as a projectable
and interactive resource.”

More than 40 librarians / library media specialists
attended the liaison meeting to learn the benefits
of the Learning A-Z website resources for
students and educators, Pre K– 6.

 Student Award Recipient
25th Annual Celebration National Disability Employment Awareness Month

Literacy is the Key to Success

Therapy Dogs Relate to Children at ESBOCES

Logan, Rory, Spirit, Magic, Teeza, and Allie pranced into the Premm Learning
Center (PLC) in Oakdale ready to be petted and hugged. Trained therapy
dogs offer a special physical and emotional therapy. They are non-judgmental,
non-aggressive dogs that are gentle, calm, and patient. They are trained to
sit quietly and simply enjoy being petted.

Volunteers accompanied by their dogs, who have completed therapy dog
training at the Suffolk Obedience Training Club (SOTC), visit nursing homes,
day care centers, and schools such as PLC. Irene Messine, from Laurel
Hollow and owner of Logan said, “We love seeing the smiles on the children.
The children relate so well to the animals and the animals sense the need in
the children. It’s a win-win situation. It makes our day visiting this center and
it gives us back so much to see the children so happy.”

PLC services students with moderate to severe developmental disabilities
emphasizing a multi-sensory approach to learning.

For more information about SOTC, please visit http://www.suffolkobedience.com/.

Laticia S., William Floyd UFSD, enjoys time with
Allie, a golden retriever.

Ray Arroyo, Patchogue-Medford UFSD
librarian, finds the presentation useful.

Logan is pet by paraeducator Norma Reyes and
student Katherine C., from the Central Islip UFSD.

Aurora Farrington, VESID regional coordinator; Brian McIlvain, teacher/coordinator,
ESBOCES Supported Employment Program; Rosemarie Skabeikis, teacher assistant/job
coach, ESBOCES Supported Employment Program; Ryan Kelly, award recipient and
employee at Brookhaven State Park and Hernando Cardenas, co-worker of Ryan Kelly at
Brookhaven State Park, attend the celebration.



Learning Comes to Life at Museum Day

Students at the Sayville Academic Center (SAC) located in the William
Floyd Elementary School in Shirley participated in Museum Day, an
annual event where students have the opportunity to experience different
museums and exhibits for a day of interactive learning.

Fifteen museums, cultural institutions, and organizations brought exhibits
for students to learn about various cultures, the arts, historical events,
habitats, and creatures of the world. The Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) brought living reptiles from North America and skulls
of animals that inhabit New York State. The Cradle of Aviation Museum
showcased a replica spacesuit for students to try on, and Officer
Antoinette from the Suffolk County Police Department displayed the
different types of tools used in law enforcement.

Other organizations present were the Colonial Life Museum, Holtsville
Ecology Center, Dolan DNA, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Brookhaven

Afternoon of Beauty Fundraising Event

On December 7, 2010, the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Cosmetology program
held An Afternoon of Beauty, a special salon services fundraiser. More than
3,000 pounds of non-perishable food items and $1,228 was collected and
distributed to St. Anne’s in Brentwood and the Lighthouse Tabernacle Church
of God in Central Islip. Three ESBOCES Career and Technical Education
facilities in Bellport, Oakdale, and Riverhead provided salon services. 
More than 200 clients signed up to receive haircuts, manicures, and 
paraffin treatments.

Carolyn McKillop, senior Cosmetology teacher said, “Both St. Anne’s and
the Lighthouse Tabernacle Church of God were overwhelmed with the
amount of food and monetary donations. They were impressed with our
students’ willingness to give back to the community.”
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Guidance Counselors Strengthen Bonds
Between Districts and ESBOCES

Eastern Suffolk BOCES welcomed guidance counselors representing the
51 component school districts to the first of three District Contact meetings
that will be held this school year. October’s meeting was held at the
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport.

Dean Lucera, director of Career, Technical, and Adult Education programs,
opened the meeting by thanking the counselors for helping the students
transition between their home school district and ESBOCES. He said, “There
are new things happening here at ESBOCES. I invite you to come and tour
the facilities, and see the programs first-hand. We want to strengthen and
build relationships between the school districts and ESBOCES.”

Keisha Francois, guidance counselor from the Longwood CSD, has been
attending the meetings for several years now. She said, “By coming to the
meetings I can bring concerns to the table, get important information
regarding dates and changes to academic credits, and there’s a big visual
aspect to attending. I get the opportunity to visit the programs and see what’s
happening in the classrooms.”

The guidance counselors were advised of new articulation agreements
ESBOCES has with two- and four-year colleges, new course offerings, and a
survey they were invited to complete. ESBOCES Guidance Counselor

Caroline Stuke said, “We are interested in finding out what we can do to make
school guidance counselor jobs easier and how we can help.” 

Positive and inspiring words came from Janet Kiley, BTC principal who said,
“As we enter the fall season, let us remember why we joined this honorable
profession. Let’s work together, closely and collaboratively in these trying
economic times - for the children.”

National Laboratory, William Floyd Estate, Children’s Museum of the
East End, Parrish Art Museum, Riverhead Foundation for Marine
Research and I Fish NY.

Mai Lan Boyce-Hurst, ESBOCES guidance counselor pictured with Keisha Francois,
guidance counselor from the Longwood CSD.

Leslie Healy, principal clerk at ESBOCES gets a manicure from Grace Curcio,
a student from the Patchogue-Medford UFSD.

Joseph Manzella and Charles Spence from the William Floyd UFSD in Ms. Boutin-Clarke’s
class try on a replica spacesuit provided by the Cradle of Aviation Museum.



of Aeronautics and
Astronautics (AIAA), the
National Weather Service,
SheltAir Airlines, Dowling
College School of Aviation,
Republic Airport, News 12
Long Island, US Navy, 
US Air Force and the 
US Air National Guard.
Students also toured 
a C-130, a news and 
traffic helicopter, and
participated in various flight

simulations. Currently, there are 78
students in the ESBOCES Aviation
program at the Suffolk Aviation Academy enrolled in either Professional Pilot
Training or Air Frame Technician classes. During their studies, they delve into
aerodynamics, navigation, meteorology, aviation physiology, airplane
performance, and air traffic control procedures.
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Long Island Head Start Mural Unveiled

Students enrolled in the Aviation
program at the Suffolk Aviation
Academy (SAA) recently participated in
a Career Day at Republic Airport in
Farmingdale to learn about the various
types of jobs available within the
aviation industry.  

Aspiring aviators had the opportunity to
speak with dozens of aviation
professionals about their experiences
and the path to becoming a pilot, air
traffic controller, or other industry professional. “The goal is to get the students
to know exactly what a career in the aviation industry entails,” said Joseph
Delgado, SAA principal. “It’s a great learning experience.” Students also
attended lectures held by commercial airline pilots who discussed the skills
and education necessary to enter the field. Among the organizations
represented were the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), American Institute

Gaining hands-on experience and helping fellow community members is what
students had the opportunity to do in Talia Cliffe’s Art, Design and Visual
Communications career course at Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC).

Ms. Cliffe met with Long Island Head Start officials about completing a project
to beautify a wall covered in graffiti by their entrance. She presented this
information to the students enrolled in her course.

After class discussions about possible design solutions, students submitted
sketches and the result was a family-oriented culturally diverse museum wall
concept picturing different frames with outside spectators. The wall includes
families on a picnic and at the beach, children reading with a parent, butterflies,
flying kites, and as its centerpiece, a banner stating “The best beginning is a
Head Start!” with a girl holding balloons detailing Head Start offerings.

“Projects like these enhance design students’ educational experiences beyond
what is provided in the class studio,” said Ms. Cliffe. “It also allows me to
demonstrate various painting and illustration techniques.”  

Students involved in the
project were Morgan
LaShier, Eastport-South
Manor CSD; Michelle
DiGeronimo, Central Islip
UFSD; Machado Edmond,
Longwood CSD; Matthew
Hotelling, Longwood CSD;
Cara Cliffe, Patchogue-
Medford UFSD; Maria
Cliffe, Patchogue-Medford
UFSD; Jessica D’Andrea,
Patchogue-Medford UFSD; and graduates Veronica Bartram, Riverhead CSD;
Kara Macomber, Riverhead CSD; Christopher Hart, Longwood CSD; Kevin
Hart, Longwood CSD; John Murray, Longwood CSD; and Christopher Paolano,
Middle Country CSD.

For the second consecutive year,
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC)
cosmetology teachers Wendy Joyce
and Carolyn McKillop spearheaded an
effort to raise funds and awareness for
breast cancer through the Pink Hair for
Hope fundraiser, a partnership between
the National Breast Cancer Foundation,
Inc., the American Cancer Society, and
So.Cap.USA Hair Extensions.

Throughout the month of October, students and staff
purchased pink hair extensions for a $10 donation. Last
year, their effort raised $1,700 that went directly toward
breast cancer research and assisting those afflicted by
this terrible disease. To date, the Pink Hair for Hope
fundraiser has raised nearly $1 million worldwide to fight
breast cancer.

“Unfortunately, this industry is affected by women who
lose their hair because of breast cancer,” said Ms. Joyce.
“This is a great way to give back to the community and
increase awareness. Pink hair extensions are also a
great conversation starter,” she said.

Going Pink for a Cure

Students in front of the News 12 Long Island News 
and Traffic helicopter.

Deborah Garcia, chief executive officer of Long Island
Head Start, and Talia Cliffe stand in front of the
student-created mural.

Aviation students Mark Fortunato, Sachem
CSD; Cody Rodrigues, Sayville UFSD; 
and James Clopp, Sayville UFSD in front 
of “Jacky’s Revenge,” a World War II 
fighter plane.

Ms. Joyce puts two pink hair extensions on Cosmetology student
Lauren Bidnick, Sachem CSD.

Aviation Career Day


